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EXECUTIVE ORDER REAFFIRMING WASHINGTON COMMITMENT  
 
Governor Jay Inslee issued an Executive Order directing state agencies to refrain from 
ƛƴǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ for the sole purpose to determine 
whether that person has complied with immigration laws. 
 
!ǘ 5{I{Σ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ that 
welcomes people of all faiths, nationalities and orientations. 
 
We inquire about immigration status only as needed to determine eligibility for public 
assistance benefits.   
 

WHO IS AN ASYLEE? 
 
An asylee is a person who flees his or her country and is unable or unwilling to return 
due to persecution or a well-founded fear of persecution based on race, religion, 
nationality, political opinion, or membership in a social group. Immigration and 
Nationality Act (INA) in Section 208(d)(5) 
 
What are the benefits for an Asylee?  

¶ /ŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ŀǎȅƭǳm status terminated;  

¶ Can apply for legal permanent resident (LPR) status after one year, and later - for 
U.S. citizenship; 

¶ Can request asylum status for spouse and children;  

¶ Authorized to work and ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ apply for Employment Authorization 
Document (EAD); 

¶ Receive assistance and services through U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS), Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR). 

 
Per WAC 388-424-0001 Citizenship and alien status ς Definitions, (3) and Eligibility EA-Z 
Manual, Citizenship and Alien Status, Definitions, Clarifying Information #16, applicants 
for asylum are lawfully present non-qualified aliens and may be eligible for state 
funded benefits, if they meet all other eligibility requirements. 

 
 

http://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/exe_order/eo_17-01.pdf
http://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/ilink/docView/SLB/HTML/SLB/0-0-0-1/0-0-0-29/0-0-0-1687.html
http://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/ilink/docView/SLB/HTML/SLB/0-0-0-1/0-0-0-29/0-0-0-1687.html
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-424-0001
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/citizenship-and-alien-status-requirements-all-programs/definitions
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/citizenship-and-alien-status-requirements-all-programs/definitions
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Ih² ¢h /h59 ![[ !tt[L/!b¢{ Chw !{¸[¦a Lb !/9{ оD w9D!w5[9{{  
hC ¢I9Lw ²!¸ hC !tt[L/!¢LhbΚ 

 
 

L ς Documented alien 

5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

or release from ICE custody 

 

Date of 

ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ 

into the U.S. 

NR ς Not 

Refugee 

5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ 

release from ICE custody 

A number  

TA ς Workaround to have ACES 

approve state funded benefits 
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Staff must pay particular attention to SAVE results and always return to the Client 
Details screen before committing your data to make sure that the entered information 
is correct (TA) and has not been changed. 
 
If the status in the INS field is changed to AS (asylee), staff will need to change it back to 
original TA code.   
 

¢I9w9 !w9 ¢²h ²!{̧ ¢h !tt[¸ Chw !{¸[¦aΥ  
 

1. Affirmative asylum  - Decision made by an Asylum Officer with the United 
States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), and   
 

2. Defensive asylum - Decision made by Immigration Judge with the Executive 
Office for Immigration Review (EOIR). It is called defensive because it is used as 
a defense against removal.  

 

 

!CCLwa!¢L±9 !{¸[¦a twh/9{{ ²L¢I ¦{/L{  
 

A person, who is already in the U.S. (tourist, student, temporary employee, or 
undocumented alien), mails a completed Application for Asylum and for Withholding of 
Removal, USCIS form I-589, to the USCIS, and receives: 
 

¶ A receipt that the Application has been received, and  
 

¶ I-797C Notice to go to a Service Center for biometric data collection.   
 
Both documents, together or separately, can be used as a verification that an 
application for asylum was filed. 

 
 

  

https://www.uscis.gov/i-589
https://www.uscis.gov/i-589
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CONFIRMING APPLICATION FOR AFFIRMATIVE ASYLUM WITH USCIS 
 
The federal law 8 CFR Sec 208.6 strictly prohibits sharing information about applicants 
for asylum with a third party, including state agencies issuing benefits.  
 
CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ application for asylum through SAVE, and when we enter 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ {!±9Σ ƛǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ άApplication Pendingέ. 
 
But we can verify status of affirmative asylum application at the USCIS website at 
https://www.uscis.gov/ with the USCIS asylum application receipt number.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make sure that you are using the receipt number found on the asylum application 
receipt, and not a receipt number off the I-797C with appointment for biometrics. 

  

https://www.uscis.gov/ilink/docView/SLB/HTML/SLB/0-0-0-1/0-0-0-11261/0-0-0-14927/0-0-0-15073.html
https://www.uscis.gov/
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USCIS APPLICATION FOR ASYLUM VERIFICATION DOCUMENTS 
 

USCIS  APPLICATION FOR ASYLU M RECEIPT  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

/ƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ 

name 
A number Date 

application 

received 

Receipt 

number 

/ƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ 

address 
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USCIS  FORM I -797C  BIOMETRICS APPOINTMEN T 

 

 

  

Date 

application 

received 

A number Kind of 

application: 

Asylum 

Date 

application 

received 
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RESTRICTED NON-WORK SSN & EAD FOR APPLICANTS OF ASYLUM 
 
Asylum applicants are eligible for a restricted SSN. We can help them to apply for it by 
completing SSN Request Letter DSHS form 14-517 according to instructions posted on 
the CSD SharePoint website under Training, Desk Aids at 
https://csd.esa.dshs.wa.lcl/csdtraining/jobcoaches/default.aspx. 
 
Affirmative asylum applicants must wait 365 days before they can file Form I-765, 
Application for Employment Authorization (EAD).  USCIS may issue or deny an EAD at 
their discretion. 
 
By law, the current EAD with the code (c)(8) is not a mandatory document, and an 
applicant may present any other document verifying that their case is still under 
consideration with USCIS. 
 
USCIS issues an EAD to asylum applicants for a period of one or two years while 
application for asylum is under consideration. If the asylum request is denied, in 30 
days the USCIS will terminate current EAD.  
 
At the USCIS, the Asylum Officer determines whether to grant asylum.  

 

TYPES OF USCIS DECISIONS:  
 

¶ Asylum granted - An applicant becomes an asylee and receives a letter from USCIS 
and a new Form I-94, Arrival Departure Record, indicating that he/she has been 
granted asylum in the U.S.  
 
An asylee is eligible for federally funded assistance to the same extent as a refugee, 
starting the date the asylum is granted.  
 

¶ Referral to an Immigration Court - If the USCIS is unable to approve the asylum 
application, the USCIS will forward the asylum case to Immigration Court for an 
Immigration Judge to evaluate the asylum claim anew (de novo review). 
 

¶ Final Denial - An applicant receives a final denial letter. The alien cannot appeal 
ǘƘŜ ŀǎȅƭǳƳ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ  

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/fsa/forms?field_number_value=14-517&title=&=Apply
https://csd.esa.dshs.wa.lcl/csdtraining/jobcoaches/default.aspx
https://www.uscis.gov/node/41151
https://www.uscis.gov/node/41151
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DEFENSIVE ASYLUM PROCESS WITH IMMIGRATION COURT 
 
Undocumented alien in removal proceedings, while in detention, may claim a fear of 
persecution or torture if they return to their home country.   
 
An Asylum Officer interviews them and determines if they have a credible fear and a 
significant possibility of being eligible for asylum.   
 
If they do, the alien is released from detention and an asylum officer completes Form I-
862 Notice to Appear (NTA). 
 
Only aliens with a credible fear of returning to the home country and a significant 
possibility of being eligible for asylum are referred to Immigration Court as applicants 
for defensive asylum, and receive a Notice to Appear (NTA).   
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DEFENSIVE ASYLUM APPLICANTSΩ VERIFICATION DOCUMENTS 

FORM I-862 NOTICE TO APPEAR (NTA) 
 

This form contains a list of allegations, and orders the alien to appear before an 
Immigration Judge for a full immigration hearing. If no court date is listed on the form, 
the alien will be notified of a future time by an additional letter. 

 
 

 
  

A Number /ƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ 

Name  

Date of the 

Court 

Hearing 

List of 

Allegation

s  
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FORM I-862 NOTICE TO APPEAR (NTA), PAGES 2 & 3 
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PAROLE FOR APPLICANTS FOR DEFENSIVE ASYLUM 
 
Aliens released from detention with NTA could have a Parole Letter and/or an I-94 (Arrival/Departure Record) form 
issued by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘŀƳǇ άt!wh[95έΦ It mŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀȅ άbh¢ ±![L5 Chw 9b¢w¸ 
Lb¢h ¢I9 ¦{έΣ άLb w9ah±![ twh/995LbD{έΣ άbh¢ ±![L5 Chw 9at[h¸a9b¢έΣ ƻǊ have some other notations.  

 

 

In Removal 

Proceedings  

Not Authorized to 

Receive Public Benefits 

Not an Entry 

Document  

/ƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ƴame  

A number 








































